


Paper 1 Assessment 
Criteria

Part (a) 10 marks





Definition(s) is absent of errors.

Graph is correctly labeled and shows 
directional shifts.

Explanation is developed and supported 
with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ answers.

Examples are used and supports the 
explanation.

ZERO ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) is absent of errors.

Graph is correctly labeled and shows 
directional shifts.

Explanation is developed and supported 
with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ answers.

Examples are used and supports the 
explanation.

MINOR ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) may contain errors.

Graph is incorrectly labeled, does not 
show directional shifts, and/or is missing.

Explanation exists, yet undeveloped and 
not supported with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
answers.

Examples are missing or are incorrect.

SOME ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) are incorrect or missing.

Graph is missing.

Explanation is incorrect.

Examples are missing or are incorrect.

SIGNIFICANT 
ERRORS EXIST



Paper 1 Assessment 
Criteria

Part (b) 15 marks





Definition(s) is absent of errors.

Graph is correctly labeled and shows 
directional shifts.

Explanation is developed and supported 
with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ answers.

Examples are used and supports the 
explanation.

Command term is used correctly–
judgement is made with reason and 
followed by a balanced analysis.

ZERO ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) is absent of errors.

Graph is correctly labeled and shows 
directional shifts.

Explanation is developed and supported 
with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ answers.

Examples are used and supports the 
explanation.

Command term is used correctly–
judgement is made with reason and 
followed by a balanced analysis.

MINOR ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) may contain errors.

Graph is incorrectly labeled, does not 
show directional shifts, and/or is missing.

Explanation exists, yet undeveloped and 
not supported with the ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
answers.

Examples are missing or are incorrect.

Command term is not used correctly–
judgement is absent.

SOME ERRORS 
EXIST



Definition(s) are incorrect or missing.

Graph is missing.

Explanation is incorrect.

Examples are missing or are incorrect.

Command term is not used correctly–
judgement is absent.

SIGNIFICANT 
ERRORS EXIST



Question is not 
properly 
addressed, 
answered, or is 
missing.



Paper 2 Assessment 
Criteria

20 marks





1.
a. 

i.  [2 marks]  Define/list…
ii. [2 marks]  Define/list…

b. [4 marks]  Using a graph…

c. [4 marks]  Explain …. how/why…

d. [8 marks]  Evaluate…





1.
a. 

i.  [2 marks]  Define/list…
ii. [2 marks]  Define/list…

You will be awarded the full 2 marks if you show a clear 
understanding of the term by defining the term or listing the 
characteristics of the term correctly. 

In order to give partial credit for a definition, IB will break up a 
definition of a term into it’s ‘important’ parts. 

USE INFORMATION FROM THE ARTICLE





1.
b. [4 marks]  Using a graph…

(b.) and (c.) point allocation is always divided by 2 points for the correct 
graph and 2 points for the correct explanation. 

If the question requires a graph, the graph MUST be correctly labeled and 
must show ALL directional shifts to receive the full 2 points.

The written response explaining the graph must also be accurate.

This is a 4 point question, get to the point and answer the question, keep it 
short and simple. These answers usually contain factual information.

USE INFORMATION FROM THE ARTICLE





1.
c. [4 marks]  Explain …. how/why…

(b.) and (c.) point allocation is always divided by 2 parts, 2 points 
for each correct explanation. 

This is a 4 point question, get to the point and answer the 
question, keep it short and simple. These answers usually contain 
factual information.

State your claim, the ‘what’ and then support it with the ‘why’ and 
the ‘how’.

USE INFORMATION FROM THE ARTICLE





1.
d. [8 marks]  Evaluate…

This question is no different than answering a paper 
1 (b) question. The only difference is that the 
examples that you use must be from the article they 
provide. You CANNOT use any information or 
examples not provided to you in the article.




